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ELECTORAL
POLITICS
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OVERVIEW N \

in Chapter | we have seondthal ina democrary it 1s nefther posstbie nor
necessary 1or people to governgdeegty- The most common form of
demoetaey In our Umes §s for I'.h!;_l?uﬂp!n to govern through thelr
represeiitatives, [0 this chapter we will look at how these mpresentatives
are elected, We begtin by umllfrﬂqrudlng why elections are necessary and
usefil in & democracy. We'trv. lo undersiand how electoral eompelition
among parties serves the people. We then go on (o ask whiat makes an
election democratie, The baste tdea here 1s o distinguish democratie
vlections [tom hor-=lermoeratic cleclions.

The rest of the chapler tries (o assess cleclions n India m the lght of
this yanistick.We kb a look at cach stage of dlections. from the drawing
of bonndaresof different constitnencies (o the declaration of rosulis. AL
cach stase we ask what shontd happen and what does happen m electtons.
Towards the end of the chapter. we lum o an assessmenl ol whether
elections in india are free and (2l Here we also examime the role of the
Election Comnussion n ensurimng (ree and [RIr clections,
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3.1 WHy ELecTiONS?
Assembly Election in
Haryanzg 4
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This pewspapor Tepan Ismﬁmn the
State assembly ¢loghon in Haryana
i 1687 The Stale 111“] IJEFl mileyl b{
a Congress wd SOVETIE]
airice 1962 Chauilh Di"l.?l.i..‘ﬂi’jﬂ'.l"ﬂ
an oppestlton leader, led a movemen
called ‘Nyya Yudly {Struggle for
Justicg)land forivied & new party. Lok
Dal. Tiis party joined ollier opposttion
piriies 1o [orm.a ‘ﬁtml"‘ﬂgﬂmﬂl the
Congress n the gi-ﬁmms. in the
clection . Devt Lal satd that
i his ;Jdrl',{; "an the elcttions, his

Jagoesp aﬁn,ly;ms

government woukl watve the loans
of farmers and small businessmen.
Hie promitscd (hat this wonld be the
first action of his govermiment.

The people were unliappy with the
existing government. They were also
allracted by Devt Lal's promise. So,
when eleclions weie lweld. they voled
overwhelmingly n Gevour ol Lok Dal
and Its allles. Lok Dal and 1ts
partners won 76 oul of #0 seais in
the State Assembly. Lok Dal alone
won 6 seals and thus had a clear
miajority in the Assembiy, The
Congress could win anly 5 sials.

Onee the election restlts wers
announced, the ﬂ.ilhﬂg Chiter
Mintster resigried The ffwly elected
Members ol Le (hve Assembly
MLAs) of Lok Bl chose Devi Lal as

“ihorr leador: The Governor mvited

Devi_Laliio' be the new Chief
Mimsten, Three days after the
cleelion-fesulls were declared. he
hﬂﬂatﬂﬂ the Chiel Minister. As soon
#4he became the Chitelf Mintster, his
ﬁuvnmmrm tssued a Govermment

“Order watving the sutshanding loans

ol small [armers, agricullural
labourers and small businessmen.
His party ruled the State for fuar
years. The next slections were held
n 1991, Bt this ttme his party did
nol win popular support. The
Comgress won the election and
frmed the govermment.

{ /g nis stary and drew the-following conclusionz: Can you say which of

amngm o wrong: (or i Mme nfarmanon geen. i Ta story is: nadequets o call them nght or

I
CHECK - Mmmmm:hm i/ the piaiey of the gosemmant
'fﬂ‘.fﬂ i Emmmhaﬁ v L 1o become fhe Shist Mimster tecaties b was imimesses with s

F&mﬂ;rturﬁaﬁwwﬂ avery ruing party and wote 2aamst 1 n the nedd sectian
w T pixry inat wins the slacton Yamms the govermmant
« THigl2chich led to 3 1ot of 2conomic develapmeiit i Haryane:
» Thi Congiess Chisl Misister heed fot fiave resigned aftsr fs party iost slections.
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Do yeu fmaw wren the lsst Assemiy dection
was hald n your ste? Which other slections
Nave faken piace i your ncaity in the fast e
vz ? Wrike doven ihe (2631 of elecbions (Nabiongi
and thil hamg and designation (MP MLA =te ) of
e persoits Who got siecisd frofm your afed.

Why do we need elections?

Electioms take place regularly in
any demovracy, There ame more thian
one. huridned coumtries Uy workd
in which electlons take place to
choose people's representalives, We
also read (hal dlectlons are Held in
many couniries thal are nol
demoeratic,

Bul why do we need clections?
Let us try to imagine a democracy
without elections. A rule of the
people 1s possible withouwt any
plections If all the people can sit
together everyday amd take all the
dectsinns, Bul as we have already,
seen In Chapler 1, this 1s po
possible 1o oany laroe muﬂnmﬂfjl‘
Nor Is 1L possible for everyone
ltave the Ume and knowledge 1o
take decistons on all malters,
Therefore In most democracies
people  Tale  through  thedr
Teprescrlalives. \

Is there @ democralie winy of
selecting representatives wifhnut
clections? Lel us tink off & place
where representalives are selecledl
o the basts of age anf] experionce,
Or & place where ey are cliosin
on the basis of education or
knowledge. THege ‘eould be some
dttficulty tn dogiding on who ts more
experienced or knowledgable. But It
ns say the peaple can msolve Hiese
dumicnlies. Clearly, such a place
toes ol Tequire elections,
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But can we call this place a
democracy? How do we nd out if
\he people ke their opreseniatives
or niot? How do we ensure tiat these
representatives rule as per the
wislies of e people? How to make
sure thal those who the people don't
ltke do pol rematn thelr
représentalives? This requires a
mechanism by which people can
choose thelr ropresentatives at

ar Intmvals arud change them
if they wish to dp so. This
machanism Is called pelection.
Therefore, elections are considened
essential 1n our limes for any
representalive democracy.

In an eleclton the volers make
many cholces;

« Thiy can choose who will mah
laws for Uiem.

= They can clivose wlhiowill rnrrmum
governmen! and take ma,;&r

 dnoiSlons e
= They c:nn_"‘ahmﬁp lhf];ﬂIt? Whﬂﬁ-l"
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Sand I.:h‘mak{ng.

T o e e

P [:-El"*l.’""ﬂ ' i',

» Eleclions czerl Lo Lield tn sy ways.

Al demm:ﬂul: countries hold
clegiions. Tt most non-democratic
conires also hold some iind of

elgrtions. How do we distinguish

democratic elections from any other
Blectony We liswve discussed this
question briefly tn Chapler | We
discussed many examples of
conniries where electons are held
but they can’t really be called
dimocratle eletlons, Lol us recall
wiiel we lparnt there and st with
a simple list of the minimum
rondtttons of & demeeratic elecHon:
= Firsl. everyone should be able to
choose. This means that evervone
should have one vote and every
vote should have equal value
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e Second. there: should be
something (o choose rome Parties
and candidates shondd be free 1o
caontes! elections and should offer
stme roql cholee 1o the vwolers.

« Third, the cholee shoulil be offered
Al regnlar inlervals, Elections ms
bie hedd regularky after every few
VIETs.

« Foitrih, the candidite prefesred by
the people should gel elected.

s« Fith., elections should be
copduaied tn a free and fair
as they Teally wish,

These mitght ook like very simple
and easy conditlons. But there are
many ceintrles where these are not
miffed. in this claplor we will apply
these conditions (o the electtons leid
n our own country Lo see Il we can
call these democratic elections:

|5 it .

competitiont . N
Electons are tus allabioul poliiica)
coinpelinon. This v@npeu_hhl takes
varions loms. The mgst olwious fomy

i the compelitiot stiing polilic

nod tc?haue p:.:litu;:ii%

parties. Al thetgfstinieney Tovel it
takes Lhe fiorm of eommpe o amone
several ‘patlidates. Ir there, 18 no
mmpqlﬁtun; elochons.will bécome
poinitless.. Ve

ut 1s it good to have polittcsl

may wish o serve te conmiey do ol
enfer Us arena. They do ool ke the
iilez of betng dragged tnto mmbealthy
cempelition,

Our Constitution makers were
aware of (Hese problems Yol Lhey
opled for Ire¢ competition in
eleclions as the way (o select aar
miture leaders. They did so becanse
this system works better in e 1o
i Inan Weal workd all political
Ieaders know what 1s pood (or the
people and are motivaled only by a
desire Lo serve Lhem. Political
compelition Is nol necessary n sudh
ar fieal warld. But that tsipol what
happens In real e, MoliteaNeaders
all over the waorld, i’!_j_gf*,-.g;lll_l,uhlhnr
prifesstonals. are mottvated by &
desire (o advange thetr politieal
careers. They wanl o remalii 1h
power of got powerand postiions for

_ themsclves, Thiy may wish (o serw
the peopie as well, bt it 1s risky (o
depentd writirely on thetr semse of
duty®Besldes even when they wish
o serve the people. they may ol

iow whid s required (o do so, or

“thielr wdeas may nol match whiat the
""51'., peaple really wani.

% How do we deal with this real i
silustlon? One way §s o iy and
tmiprove the knowledge and chamcter
of political leaders. The other amd
more realistic way 18 o sel up a
system where polllical leaders are

compelilon? ':ml;j{'?_ﬂl an electoral  pwarded for serving the people and
competitian hies many demerils. 1 punished for not doing so. Who
creales u:{sﬂ ise of disunity and  dectdes this reward or puntshment?
Tacttonallsm' i every localily. You The stmple answer ts: the people.
would ‘wave heard of peopie This s whal electoral compelition
clipkaining of ‘pany-polllies’ myour - does, Reguldr electoral competition

¥ Dilferenit palitheal partiesand. - provides neentives (o political

ARl Ba slecisone leatlers ofien level allegations agatnst pariies and leaders. They know thai
e llhe v B, 00 anather. Parties and candidales  1f they ratse Issues that people want

whiss aul.iliuf]i\%
e pertes: Mo
iy Navee passad
of faded: Bt who
A the Examinem

“often use dirty iricks to win clections. 1o be ratsed. thelr populanty and
Some people say Lhat this pressure chances of victory will Increase in
o win electoral Rehis does not-allow  the mext elections. But IF they Gl o
sensible long-term policles o be  salisfy the volers with thetr work
formulaled. Some good people who  they will nol be able (o win agatn,
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So Il a politcal pany 18 motvaled
anly by desire to be in power, oven
then 1t will be foreed (o0 serve the
people. This Is a Mt ke the way
markel works. Evim fa shopkecper
i Interested only in his profil, be is
forced (o give pood seTvice Lo the

3.2 WHaT Is

“an we say that Indian elbalfons am
demooraile? To nnswier this quesiion,
Iet us take a look at how elections ane
bl tn Imdta, Lok Sabba szl Vidhbane
Sabha (Assembly) elections are held
regnlany alter every five years Mtir
five yeears the term of all fhe clecied
refireson i ves comes Lo an &uds The
Lok Sablia or Vidhan Sablia stands
‘dissolvad”. Eltctlons. are Jawddd 1 @l
constitoencles at the same Uime,
oliber on the same'day or within a
fow days. This 1s calied a genoral
rleciion, Sometimes eloetion s held
only for onie consttulimey o 01 the
vacaney causel bv death or
resicndlion of 3 member, This 1s

38
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customers. [ lie does not. the
customer witl 2o to some other shop,
Stmilarly. poltiical compeliflon may
cause divisions and some ugliness,
bt 1t finally helps o foroe politlcal
partles and leaders o serve the

People.
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OuUR SYSTEM OF .EL-E'EHDHS?

called a by-clection. In this chapter
wit will focus on general elections.

!lﬂl‘ -
-'l.u"'.-b !-u'l

.-IiE stituencias

You read abouwl the people of
Haryana electing 90 MLAs, You may
have wondered bhow they did that.
Dl every person in Haryana vole for
all the 90 MLA=? You perhaps know
Lhat thits is wol Uie case. In olr
country we follow an darea basesd
sysiem ol representation. The
couniry is divided into differenit
arcas [or purpases ol elpctipns.
These arvas are called electoral
constlintencies. The volets who lve
In an area elecl oie representative.
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For Lok Sabha elections, the country
is divided tnlo 5449 ronstituencies.
'The mpresentative clected from cach
ronstitnency s called 3 Member of
Parlament or an M. One of the
features of & democratic eleetion 1s
that every vole should have equal
value. Thal Is why our ConstiLlution
requtres that each conslilueney
sHould have a roughly equal
population Dving within 1.
Simflarly, each state 1s divided into
a specific pumber of Assembly
constititencies. In this case, the
eletied representative 1s called the
Member of Legislalive Assembly o
an MLA. Each Parllamentary

Eiemmra TPovms

consttueney has withim 1t soveral
assembly constitormcies. The same
prmciple applies for Panchayat aned
Mumnicipal elections. Each village or
town 1s divided it severs) ‘wards'
that are Ifke constituencies, Each
ward elecls one member of the
village or the urban local body.
somelimes these comstituencles are
cotimled ‘as ‘seals’, for cach

constiitenoy represents one seat in
the assembly. When we say that Lok
Dal won 60 seals’ in Haryana. it
means that candidates of Lok Dal
wun In 60 assembly constitumeles

in the state and s LokcDal had
60 MLAS th e state assembly.
{J_"_

.mmmmmmmm
iituency it e same 3s the dising

:a;mﬂur mag m'ﬁﬂr'm Lsk Eaﬂha
mﬁmy

» How many Assenibly consisnc sz s thare
It Guliarga Lok Sabia constinisncy? 5 I
the sam il your own Lok Gsbha

cobstituancy?
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Reserved Constituencies
Our Consutution entitles svery
citizen 1o slect her [ his repressntatve
and 10-ba sleeicd a= a representanive.
The Conenmution malkers. however,
wers worried that in an open
slectoral compsiition, certain
wealker sections may not stand & good
chanes 1o 2=t Slected to the Lok Sabha
and the stats Legislative Assembliss,
They may not heve the regmred
resnlirces educshiog snd contacisin
contest and win slections sgminst
cthers, Thess who sre influentist and
ressurcefil mey prevent them from
winning elections, [f that hagpens,

sur Parliamsnt snd A.s:.-:li‘lb‘tﬁs-

would ke deprivad of the woice of &
sepmificant ssction of ity population,
That wouald malkee cur demoeracy Joss
representanys aad lsss democranic.
So, the makers of vur Constintion
thought of & special! system of
ressryed comsiituenoies for the
weaker secoons: Some consunuEnnes
are reserved for people who belong
te the Scheduled Castse [::{1| and

Scheduled Tribes [5T]. Ina SC,

ewnm}snzﬂm:}nnhmmrmf

wheo belongs ta ths: Schﬁdu_lﬁ'
Cast=s can stand for slestion.

Sumlsrlronty thiss hnelmﬂ':gtng to the
Scheduled Tribes can t‘&m:-tﬁsl =i
elecuon from & consubsency

reserved for ST. Currently, in the
1ok Sabha 84 seats srereserved for

the Scheduled Castes and 47 {l:q';he
Scheduted Tribes (szcn 26 Jq:l.zﬁ;.
201%). Thiz number i= in febparion
to thair shate in thetota] pojmlaton,
Thus ths r=zirved scats for SC amd
ST do net taks sway, the deginmats
chare of any othes scdisi groug.
This systemm, of reservation

was extended fater o othsr

weaker sechons at the distnict and
local level, In many siatee, seats
i rural (panchavat) and urban
(municipalities snd carporations)

Al

ponr;

locat bodisz sre now resgrved for
Other Baclorard Classes (DED as
well: However, the proportign-of
‘mmaty feasrved varies from stAle 0o
state. Similarly, one-third of the
==ats ars reszrved 1n rural and
urkan lecal bodigs for women

Voters' list

Orics the conztitizencies are decidas
thie pext step 157te datige whib éan
and who cannor vote, This decimon:
cannot be left toanvons o] the la=st
day. In a democmtic elechon the hst
of those whe are shgmible to vote
iz prepared much befors the
lizt 1= officislly zalled the Eiectoral
Eoll and ie commanly known s !hl:-
Voters' List, .

This i=an fmportant ztep furﬂ.:s,

Hrked rasthe ffsr conditionsol a
dezlmr;:fmuu‘ wlection: _sysgyons
Jml.ﬁ’: get an egual app_;:jm
r::hno&:re;u’"—s&ntam

f=ad about the principle f:rf

umvereal .-.uiu‘.lt' fﬁ_nchuﬁ in
;rra"‘_l“'e it mi'.'an_'", ‘that svervons

“=hould hﬂvt—uﬂa Taie =nd 3.1:]: ToiE

‘should ,13&1& squal value, No ons
zipould B dented the nght o vote
witheut 3 gocd reaszon. Diffsrent
Eﬁ#ﬂi ciffer from one snnther i
‘meny ways: seme are rich, someare
y zome are highly educsted,
Eome are not g0 educated or not
educatsd at all, some =re land,
cthers are not s kand, But all of
them sr= human beings wnth their
own n=cds snd visws, Tha: js why
all of thsm dezars= to hav sn-equal
‘Zgy in decisionsithat aff=tt them,
In our countey;all the citzenszaged
18 years and sbove can wits m an
alscnon. Every citizen has= the nght
10 vois, r@rﬂl&nﬁ of his or her casts,
religon or gender. Some sriminale
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\Which ststes Faye more than 30 Lok Sabhs consbuencies?

"Wy oo some siales Nave such 3 largs number of consiusncies?
Why are some conefituencigs-smah in-area while ofhess e very big?
Lre the Consttuencies reserved lorthe 505 and ST5 sventy spiss all
over (e e counry Of =2 fere mare I some arest
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be dented the nglil wo vote, bat anly
in rare sitnattons. 1L s the
responsibtlity of the governmment 1o
get the names of all the eltgibie
voters pul om the volers' st As new
persons atlan voling age names are
added 1o the voters' s, Names of
those who move oul of a place or
those whio are dead ane deleted. A
complete revision of the lst lakes
place every Ove years. This s done
ter ensure that Il remams up o date.
In the last fow years a new system
of Election Photo ldentity Card
IEPIC] has been imtroduced. The
governmient has tried o give this
card to every persan on the volers
list. The volers dre reguired (o carmy
this card when ey go ot (o vole,
50 Lhat no one can vole for someone
else. Dul the card is nol yol
compulsary for voling. For wolng.
the voters can show many other
proots of idenitify like the ration cand
or the deving Ueemce.

Noemination of candidatas
We noted above that in a dr.-muﬂﬂtr

clection: people should have a regl
cliolce, This Happens only whm

(lere are almost no restrctlons o'

anvoie Lo cotilesl an electioni: This
1s what our systom provides, Any-
one who can bea voter canaiso be-
come a candidate in eleclioms. The -

only differenice 15 thal in ortder to ht"

it candidate the minhmum age ts 25
years, while I Is only 18 fl-“#& for
belng & vater. There dre Hilp‘u' ulher
res{rictions on crimingls Mg bt
these apply In very slrome cases
Polllical pariies nopknd }ﬂiﬂii’l.‘]]ll;
didates who gel Lhe pariy symbol
and support, Pany'sniomination is
often cafled pag*‘tmket'_

Every person who wishes (o
contest #n eclection bas (o N a
‘nomination form” and give some
maney as ‘security deposit’.

ﬂ

Recenllv. a new syslem of

deciaration bas been miroduced on

directton from the Supreme Conrt.

Every candidate has to make a legal

declarntion, giving il detalls of :

= Sertous criminal cases pending
against the candidate;

s Detatls of the assets amld Uabdlities
ol e cancdldute and s ar her
Fariily: and

e Edvucational gquallflcations of tie
eatcdidate.

This information kas 0 be made

public. This provides an opporfuntty
tu thie voters to make their dectgton
un the basis of the information
provided Ly the candidates.
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 problems and t represent
wﬁ. - Whether they <2n dosa or nat

; rsa_ti_-t}:.r akns uf.mnﬂrs:—ﬂmr
ﬂ' sﬁuﬁinn vias rmemr i shoula be.

leﬂ‘ e the peaple 1o cecide now mush
Importance they mive (o =dicatianal
cuniizations

w0 obr country putting an 2ducatioeal
gualifizatioh would go sgaingt the spirk of
demoCrEcy for yel anothar =asom It would
mean depriving -2 majenty of the oountry’s
clb=sns the ngit o contest elachons: ) far
example; 8 oEdwte degree ke oA, B.Com
0r8:Sc was mads compsory Yo candidates.
mare lan 20 per ceat of the citers Wil
teoame ingligible T contest slactions
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Mah:hﬁﬂammg fealures of pul eEctoral svstsm with ihe pincipies ey ehact

Principizs Fealures of eiechon system
- Universal aeun fancrise £ cpostihusncy has rougnly the same popuiaion  GHECK
_mﬂ Evervans whot 5 18 yees of a2 or older nzs 2 right b wols
ﬂpﬂi_ﬂiﬂﬂmﬂ Anyons 2an farm & party or coniast 2ikfions
R Resavalionof e ot e S0 0 1 5
Eiection (ampaign In clecton campalgns, polftieal

The maln purpase of clecton s (o
iive people a chance (o choose the
represeniatives, Lthe govermment angd
the policies they prefer. Therefore 1t
is necessary lo Jiave & free and open
iseussion about who is o belter
representialive, witch party will
mke i betler govermimen! or whial
1s a good pelicy. This ts whil happens
dunng elecHon campaigns.

I our country such campalgns
tuke place for & two-week pertod
between the anpmincement of the
lmnl st of candidates and the date
of polltng. Darthe hts perfod the
candidates contacl their voters,
political leaders address clection.
meelings and pelilical parties,

mabilise their supporters. This 1s

also the pertod when newspapers
and television news aveedull of
nlection related stories and debates.

But election campatgn s not Immnd::

to these twn weeks only, Political

parties statl prepaning (or cleotions
muonths before they .u'mally l.ihl.*

Phite.

@’Ac;"'lrv

How wae fh2 e!“ﬂuun campian in your
cshiisacy i thelast Lol Safihe slictnsr
Fraeae & st of wnat the candicsies and garties
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parities try to focus pubtic attenton on

some bip ssues. They wanl to attract

the pabiie to that 1ssue and get them

{ovole for Lhetr party on thal basts. Let

us ook a1 some af e successiil
slogans otwen by different polilical
pEariles i vanous electlons,

= The Congniss pariy led by Indis
Ganulli gavethe slogan of Garibi
povertyl in uu-,

Hatao
Lok Sabha clections of I67T. The
party Ill'ﬂmmd n rmn;:f;ﬂ all the
pu&lrlgs of the gnvernmnl io
mm,w peverty from il coumiry.
Save Democracy was: the slogan
g{lwfp by Janat’ E‘;I.I"fj‘ under the
leadership m.!ayp;!ah.afhﬂmnym

‘o the Lok Sabha election held in

16977, The pary promised to undo

the excesses commitled during

Em'.r},tnq' amd reslore civil

ilbtfrurs

-'ﬁm ‘Lefl Front used the slogan of
I.n.ml to the Tiller in Lhe Wesl
- Bengal Assembly eleclons leld n
1977,

« Protect the Self-Respect of the
Telugus' was the slngan nsed by N.
T. Rama Rao. the leader of the
Telogn Desam Party In Andbmi
Pradesh Assembly elections in
1883,

In a democtacy 315 best 1o leave
political parties and candidates free
1o condoct thelr electlon campatgns
the way they wanl lo. Bul it 1s

sometlmes necessary o regulale
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CatmgsiEns-to ensurs that svery
pobiical party and candidats gets's
tarr and equal chence to compsts.
According- fo our slecton lsw, no
party or candidate can:

= Bribs or threat=n vorers:

« App=al to tham in thé name of

cauts or relizen:

s U=s goveramznt resowrtes lor

Election campaizn: Grd
s Spend more than U253 lskh ma

constittency for & Lok Sabha election

or T-10 lakh @ s congtimency man

Assembiv elecnon.

If they do so. thew electan can be
rajected by the colart even after they
have beeq declared elscted, In
adfslition 1o the lsws, a1l the pohhcal
partiss in gur country have asreed
to & Mods]l Code of Condurt for
election camgpaigns. According o
thiz; no party of candwdate cant’

s Uz any FIEIE-E af v‘arsmp for™

glection p!ﬂ‘p"l.gaﬂda

The Vaoler "'-I"ﬂlﬂllﬁlﬂ 3
machine allows you 1

Eremmora Posris

e

s Uts government vehiclas, sivcrafis:
and affiviale for slecthons: srd

s Ones slections are ennoiinced,
Miristers shell not lay foondsbhon
stones of any progects, take any b
policy decisions or maks any

prosmees of providing public fanlites,

Polling and counting of voies
THe hnal =tsgs=of an slechon i3 the-
day when the voters cest or "poll’
thiztr vote, That dsriz Ususlly cslisd
the election dag - Every person wiss
oame 13 oo the voiers: kst can go to
& nearhy “polling: booth', situssed
usially iz a local schigl er -a
government office. Oncd thiwotsr
goes mmde the booth; thealection
cfficislz identifv her 'ptit 8 mark on
her fingar snd-alfEvher 1o cast her
vote, 4n agent ol each caadidats is
allewsd tc sitsipside-the polling
% booth 3nd ‘snsure thar the vonng

t.'z.}ff:s plfu:u iy s fare-ivay.
Elertia 100 expensive
I'Eﬂl.ll'lll'j' ke

}u@nmumum I condiictny

glectinns Iy IndleFor Instzece the g.marum

MMWanmmmm

giechontin 2074 Thatwarks oub to 2boul 740 per

person.on the yotzrs' st The-amaunt spent by
cartres and candidatas was move Than wﬂtm
govamment spent. Roughiy speslong, the

ExpETtUre TERSE Iy EvemmEnt, Earkes ;rﬁ:

eanoidates was srouns 730,000 corss o TE

p-Hwta'

Some pesple 53 that alactions 2= 2 Gurden
o cut f=ople that our poor country sannat o
ta hold slectibns DAce avely Fue \aare Let is
compare s expendiure Witk some olher figures
o I 2008 ot governiment detidsd o oly Sx

nuciear supmannes from Fance Esch subma-

nee cosk ot 73 000 croms:

» D2l hostza the Commonwasth Gamss m
2010 The zstieats for U5 cost 1= sroumd
TE0 00 crovzs.

Arz fhe startions 100 sxpersiye’ You decide
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Eleation resull in Guibargs

mmhmﬁchmmﬁamm ?ﬂﬁii&ﬂﬂﬂﬁ Sandidates contested eiechions in that

capeigancy The foiat sigiole voters were 1721 Takms: Of tesa &6 tasty voters nad cast el vosis.
The canditiate of the Sangress pacty, MalEssun Knarge sacuréc aboct 5,07 hn votes. This was 56.82

peszent of e Ioi= viles poise m@ﬁgmm@mmumwwzﬁa he was
deslarec siaried 3 Masbar o Parllament from GLitirgs Lok S2bhs constifiensy

Etection Result of Guibiarga constiensy, Genres Evemon 1= Lox Sasns, 2014

CANDIORTE PARTY [ VOTESPOLLED [ %GFVOTES
5 Sager JDiS) = i
Maliiznusn Knarge: NG 507183 5042
i la2aiey B == T8 14
Revinsk Ealamag i 3255 4%
B T Laifa Naik saee 74 051
S M Sharma SuoT 24 050
Shattkat Jatlray BHPF =7 028
Ry D 103 o
Home of e A0 NOTR i

 Whatis e percantage of voters wha had achually cast theirvetes? f

= Towinanstegtian 5 It nessssary tor 3 peeson o sesure mmtlmha?@zmﬁﬂ@?‘ L*‘

Eariter thie volers used 1o mdicate
who they wanted to yote for by pritiing
a stamp on the ballot paper. A ballol
paper 15 & shoet of paper on which
the mames of the c© mur.-,lm;,

-

smm‘ph:n& ATew d.uf,sg"m'h;r_ o A
fxed dale, all the EVMs from a
mmﬁlll‘uﬁrfcg are gpened and the
wiites secured by esch, candidate are

et The agentsuf all candidites

candidates alung with party nanie m]:smsent,lﬂwrm ensure et e

aml symbols are Usted. Nowadays, counting

electionie voung machines (V) am
wsed o recond votes. I‘mrmaﬂm-
shows e names of e m:md:utal.es
and (e party symbaols. Independent
randidaies too have thelr owne
symibals, alktied by eloction corpmission.
All that the vater has 1o do 15 oy
e batton aginst the maane of 'E
candidate she wants o glve‘lu'r'i' £
Onee the polling is over, 311 the
EVMSs are sealad EIIH: laken lo a

anty the s

“dome” properly. The
mml]dainw o seeures the Highest
nuinber afwoles from A cofstiluency
Is: :uﬂ'laml elecled, In a peneral
.nﬁil,m'L ustually (he conmting of viles
Lﬁ'.laﬂ the consiituencies takes place:
‘al the same time, on the same day.
Television channels, radic and
newspapers report this event. Within
4 few honrs of couniting all tie msulls
are declired and 1 becames clear as
to who will form the next grverment.

; Hﬂwﬂpﬁtﬁmmm

» A Tifitgier Nieo8 it 3 hew train 1 nls sonsfituency 2 week before poing day

o A candidate promiiess trat che will get 3 now fran foe e constimncy F3he it alsdled
» Sipporters of 3 candicss tas tie vetsr 1o =tembls and mks them faks Bn cath at they

will vyt i hir

= Thg stpporiers of 2 canditafz distributs bianiets in saims inrelurnfora promiss for vols.
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3.3 WHAT Makes ELecTioNS IN [NDIA

Democratic?

We gl to read-a lot aboul uniar

practices in clections. Newspapers

aril television reports ollen refer o

such allegations, Most of these

reparis are about the folfowing:

e Inclusion of false names and
exchision of genulie names in e
volers' Hsi:

e Misuse: of government facilltles
ani officials by the mling party;
= Excessive use of money by rich
catitfidates and Wg parites: and
» Intimidatton of volers and riggmng

on the polling day.

Many of these reports are cormecl.
We feel unhappy when we romd or
see stuch reporis. Bul fortunalely
they are nol on such & scale'si as 10

- defeal the very purpose of electians,
This becomes clear I we ask a basic
‘question: Can & party win an

clection and come 1n, mn]i'r‘rc,.nul
becanse I has popular & gt bl
thmough electoral mg‘tpram P This

Is & vilal question. Lel us carefully™
examinge va:jqpu aﬁfmlh of this

{uestion. L""-\. { 7
ndepement J:lehtm“*
..urrhjs;m P
One simple way of t‘tiﬁl;lﬂrlg whether
electtons ame [&Eir eram 8 (o look ol
whio comphels Ihl!'ﬂh‘t,iﬂmh Are ey
medependeni, of the govenmment? Or
n the ol ar e ruling party
memu rise them? Do they
have moagh powers o Lie able o
chnifliict free and fir electans? Do

khgmuuw s these powers?
The answer 1o all these questions

:i;;a :hh !‘5 (uite positive for our couniry. In

Ei=on

Commiezicn =
£0 M plwaraT
i thi= ool T
o7

“our conniry elections are conductod
by an independent and very powerns
Blection Commmissian (KC) It enjoys
the same kind of independence that
the judictary enjoys. The Clitel

B ot

Election Commissioner (CEC) s
appotnited by the Prestident of India.
But once appointed, the Chief
Election Commissioner s nol
answerable (o the Prestident ar the
govertiment. Even i (He fitling party
or s poverpment does ol ke wlial
the Commission does. 1t 15 virtually
mipossihle for 11 1o remove the CEC.
Very fow olpetion commissions in
the world have such wide-ranging
powers s the Election © mnmrsssurl
al Inddla.
= BC takes dectsions on cﬁ.rqupcrt
of comiluet s controboifelec s
from the annouptemen! of
olecions (o JhE':gEﬂEr&l!nn of
mesulis:
=1 :mplmﬂl..n'i_b the Code of
Conduct. and punishes any
eandiddie de party that violales 1.
« Durtngdlie clection perod, the EC
car mlérﬂw governmaonl Lo follow
_sofee gukdelines, 1o provent use
ane misuse of governmenial power

o enhance s clances to win

~ electtons, or Lo transfer some

© povernmend aiflcials.

= When on electon duty. govern-
mestl ollleers work ander the con-
irol of the EC and ool the givern-
ment.

In the Jast 25 years or so. (he
Election Comndssion has begun th
exercise all 1is powers and even
expuind hem. 1 s very comimaon jow
for the Electlon Commission o
reprimand Lhe government and
admintsiration for thelir lapses. When
clection officials come (o the ﬁﬂl
that polling was not Fatr i some bootlhs
or even an enlite consittueney, they
ardder i repoll Thee mling parties ofton
do fiol ke wliad the BC does. But ey
liave Lo obey. This wouk] tol have
happened If the EC was nol

independent and powerful.

a7



£F issues notification constituing 14 Ml-ﬂmmum
Lok Salna

© EC ghtens norms for poll expenses £6 accepts tow Raryana DGF

p— EC will seak power 1o censure
€6 to st Gularat agat rview 50 o
£ says Ap tmmediale plan 1o kan
—  WeasksEClobar'triminalneles  EXIPOlls n
EC shoots down JiM rapoil In 398 more NoOIRS
- Hown HM adwice on O orders
e &tokeopclsereyoon hitidon
noll cests

Heatithesa headiines careiully and icenify wiloh poWers &edsed Uy (he Brischan Comims s=ea i EBc,n ’

insi2ncE 1o enaure meaand f3r stechons

Popular  participation UPeople's patietpation tn sljpcllon
Another way to check the quality ol 15 usually meéasured by vler
the clection process |s o soe  lurnool gtres. Turmoukindicailes
whetherpeople participate iInttwith theper ool of cligible volérs wlio
enthustasm. 1 the election process:  aclially gast their woleo Over the
is mpl {ree or falr, people will not | last (fty years. the tumout in
continue (o participate tn the “Eumppe and North America has
exercise. Now, tead these charls ) deciined. in indithe tomout has
and draw some concluosioms zbotl  elther rEHI.rtlrlLlI siabie or actually
participation m India: EHN up

1 VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND THE UK

o UK i
i
g 7
5 ¥
=5 _|
& i
E 5
T o=
|
iET

vl my

HECTION YEAR
45 Dlawocmatm Popmes
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21n India the poor. lterate and
underprivileged people vote in
larger proporiten as compared o
the rich and prvileged sections.
This 1s in conlras! to western
democtacies. For example in the
tntted Stales of America. poor
peopie, Afrlcan Americans anid
Hisprinics vole much less than the
rich and Hee whilte people.

2 VOTER TUSNDUT IN INDIA AND US BY SOCIAL GROUPS, 2004

iHEIA

=0

g 8 g
= =
0
|
E =
:’—
]

{Jpoes

Dz

SRoIEE. g tor ek
l—..|m ligh=l Tizntion
L e
F:gums. fer UESEM
fartimal Shasan. Soupy
o+ Unlisiy =
.E‘_Eﬂ

g8

=z it bl
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SOCIAL BROUPS

3 Cotmmnon ;uzqﬂﬂn:mdla allatlra

lol of imporiagee (o i"‘h‘!‘"l}]‘l.,ﬂ
They foet that though dlections
they (esn bring pressure on
poltted] prarttes (o Gdopt policies
and programmes, favdiirable to
them. Tty alsa Jeelthal thelr vole
malters (n he way Lhings ane run
i the qut?'

7 DOYDU THINK YOUR VOTE MAKES A Uiﬁ’EHEHEE?

smTe NeEomst Segfion
_!1...533"345:3.

B

-

Bl Hasaflet
W #as o sffect
B Diorvt enini

Eremmora Posris

4 The mterest ol volers n olection-
refated  activities has been
increasing over the years, During
the 2004 elections, more than one-
third voters ook part In a
campatgn-related activitles. More
than half of the peopie entined
themseives as betng close (o ane
or the other political party. One
oul of every: scven volers is 2
member of 4 politieal parly.

& THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED |N ANY

ELEETION RELATED ACTIVITY IN INDIA
Seuri=: Nikns! Bleciios Study 39853054, €505

s} g
pox |

=

S

{ Hi

&
we

Ask fneefiginie voters n yom famiy whelhar ney
votag m e fast elechon to the-Lok Sanfa o fo
rrz-m-amm 1 thay oE mat, 2sk tham Wiy
g ey mat seale (Fihey 21, 2sk them which party
I carlictaie they voled for 2o Wity Also 28k
fem Whether ey had parficipated It 2ny other
plaction-ratatad asdiiity lis-attendihg =0 elaction
mesting of rally .

One final test of the freeand (Rimess
of eleciion has in the outcome itsell
I cleciions are not e or fair, the
miteome always Avours the powerul
v suach @ siustion, the raling parties
do ot jose electons. Usuadly, the

49



lasing party does not accepl e
ocome of a fgged election

The ontgnme of India’s eleciions
speaks [or jisel:
= The Tuling parties rontinely lose
eleclions tn Indis both st the
national amd state level, In fact in
every two ol af the Lhree elections
held i the Iast 25 vears, the
ruling party Jost.
I T US. an lneuimbsen o siiting”
elecied representative rarely loses
an olection. n Indta about ball of
the siiting MP's or MLAs lose
elerilome.
Candidates whi gre known o heve
spenil & dol of money on “huving
voles' and Lhose with kKnown
criminal conneclions ojten bpse
ilections,
Barrlog very lew disputed
clections, the electoral oulcomes
are usually accopled as ‘people’s
verdic!” by the defeated pariy.

-
Py R
Iik

4md i

L it

1

=
Lhalianges
alar*ipre
el I

AT s leads (o a stmple conelusions.

elections in lndts are basically Goe
and fair. The party thal wins an clée-

Hon @id fonns governmer|l dbes so°

biecanse peaple have chosen Ib over
(s rivals, Tlus may ol be troe for
overy constituency. A fow canditates
may win purely on the basis of
mtiey power and unfatr mesns. Bul
thie overall verdict of & gomieral plee-
ton still reflects pojilar pre lrh'tu:r
Thiere are very few excepiiass tollils
fule tn the lasi 60 years in our
ecountry. This s what Hiﬂkﬂ"i Tnlizn
lsclons dl:mm_mur_ _

Yel the plolure looks different If we
ask decper gquesilons: Are people’s
preferences based om resl knowledge?
Are the volers getiing a real cholee?
% elecllon meglly level pliaying el
for everyone? Can an ordinary
clttzen hope 1o win eleclions?

50

Titew e iy

Thz lgede is;:""- 1 | ul-_
'_ITIF':ui‘-" et was 0= need le agy i
Fva Oirtnbuied icksts ongy mangatsuianiE
3N winnabi= famly reisnons” T Do you ek
ta Yty profthics e contmad o onfy &
s T’

mwslmﬁa of this lapd bring the

Jrany tmitations and challenges of

Indtan elegitons 1 our atlention.
These inglade ;
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VUR L b Bl Elyeers o i Ol

= Usndidates and partles with adat
of money may not be sime off gl
viclary but they do enjiya big Al
unfair advanlage over'smaller
parites and Independents,

e In some parts of the couniry,
canididates with riasnal conneclon
have been able to push othors out of
the olecloral tace and o secure a
Ticket! from malor pariies.

s Some GEmiles tend o dominate
poliiical parires; ckels are
distribuled to rolatives from thess
familles.

= Very allen dlectlons offer Hie
clholte Lo ordinary clilzens, for
both (W mnajoy parties are guite

=hault e =

YOUR
PROGRESS

Eieomra Togris

Bl i

Hlm!.'_li:!:!" to'each other both in
policies and practice,
= Smaller partles and mdependent

camlidates sullfer a huge

diadvantage compared o Hgger

parties,

These challenges exist nol jusl In
Irudta but also In many establishd
democractes: These deeper 1ssues
are i malter of canicer tor those who
helteve In democracy. That 1s why
ciiizens, soclal aclivists and
organisatjons have beenl demanding
reforms 1 our elecloral system. Can
vou think of some eforms? Whai
can sn ordinary cltlzets do Lo Gee
these challenges?

(R 275 sorma bacts i Irighan Slschions. Dbrrimetit bn Bach oF tiese 15 Say whethar thay tafisctiite
st of e waskiess of our sisctoral systain

= The 15t Lok Sabiha has 2 p2rcent woman members
CHECK = 7r=lctan Commission ofien refuses 1o 2ccept the oovemiment's 30Mc2 about when 1= echions

e T2 1500 Lok 3abk3 ke mpizthan 440 reeinbers whsse =558l =2 more Han T 1 oiore
w Affer lgcing an siattion the Ghiet Minkcter saig' *| ressiert the peopisrs virmict
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Code of Conduct: A sel of porms and gukdelines to be followed by
polttjcal parites and condesting candtdates dunng election (ime.
Constituency: Volers ind gopgraplical area who elect a mepresentative 1o
the legistative bodies.

Incumbent: The current holder of a political afce. Usually the cholee for
the volers (o elections 1s between the inctumbent party or candidate and
those who oppose them.

Level playing flald: Conditlon in which ail parties and candidales
conlesting In an electlon have equal opporturntlles (o appeal for voles amd
o carry oul election campalgn.

Rigging: Fraud and malpractices mdulged by a party or candidate to
Increase fis voltes: I includes stuiling ballol boxes by & fow persons using
the voles of others: recording multple votes by the same person: and
bribing or coerving polling olflcers (o Gavour @ canididate.

Turnout; Thiy perventage of eligible volers wihin cast et voles tn an election.

1  Which af the following stalemenis aboul the reasons for comducting
cleellons are false?
n Elections enable people Lo judge Lhe Pﬂrfarmmntu ol U1-E
goverment.

b People seleol the representative of uminmmmm an ermm s

¢ Elections enable people to wamﬂic- ﬂ]‘t- pcrfm'mal;lgp’l:ll' thee

Judiciary. 3
d People can indicate which ]'.)D'Hi.'.,lia‘.‘: '"!I.l‘jf proder. ~,_ --

2 Which of these ts nofl & good rl{ﬁ"hll lo ﬁay Hhal lnﬂlﬂhﬂurl.lunh are
democrallc?
a India has the krgest muu]m‘wvmm (TR wqjd,
h Indics Electon Commilssimlls very pewetial
¢ I India. everyoneabive the age of 18 has a right to vole.
d I India. the losing parties accepl-Lie electoral verdicL

#

3  Match the following :

—
n  liisnecessary to keep thevoters I llu‘-@ 18 4 @Atr mpresentation of
list up to date because Bl SECLKIE. OF GHEE S0cH0ly
b Some vonsiltuenties, are 0 cveryone  Has equal

reserved for H.".*i- aniel 51- opportunity to elect thelr
that mpreseniative B
c  Bveryone hmﬁmumﬂl only e il all candldaies musl have & fir
vale 5o 1t Nt chance of compeiing in
d N\ elections
4 Party n piwer snolallowsd lon v some people may bave moved
use governmenl velilcles away from the area whiere they
because voted last
a2 Dewocmanre Poumics
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List all the different election related actvities mentoned i the chapter
and areange them o a taw sequence, beginning with the Brst activity
andd ending with the lask Seme of these activitles are given below,

wicasing cleciion mantfestos: counting: ol voles! making of volers'
Hst: election campatg: declarstion of election resulls; castng of viles:
orrdering af re-poll; announcing election schedule; Ming nomination.

Surekha is an ollicer in-charge of ensuring free amd fair olections n
an nssembly constituency i a state. Describe whal should she fcizs
on for eacli of the followlng stages of eleclion:

& Electlon caiipalgn

b Polling day

e Counting day

The Lable below gives the proporiion of different commumiiies among
the candidates who won clections (o Hie US Congress. Compane these
1o the proportion of these communities 0 the popalation of the LS,
Hased on this, would you suggest a systen of mmwﬁmﬂm LS
Congreas? I yes, why and for which communities? [fiph, why not?

"
4 Proportion,of the commurily
N (i pereent) in the
s Housewl .~ Populationof S

e TEpTESETUNlIVes
fiacks E N 5 13

Hispanics o N W 13
Whiles ; T % L66 70

-
-

8

-\_ f - "

Can we drawhi Tollowing comclisions (rom the mibrmaticn given

in this chaplée? Give twe fabisto supporl your postiion (or each of

those. N %

o Eléntion Comission of India does not have enotigh powers
wankdiict Iree @i @i dleclions i the country.

b There 15 a higle Tovel of papular participation ' the eleciions in
OUr COuRTys

e Itis very easy for the parly in power (o win an election,

d ﬂﬂhm?y ;u:ms are neetled o make our elections completely free

.

China ap fm was conviiled for torturing his wife lor dowry. Satbir was

hetd guilty of practictng unionchabitity, The court did not allow eil wer

i
L

«. ‘ol them o conlesi eleclions. Does (hils decislon go noainst Lhe

|

1 N

N

-

prisctples of democratic electons?

Here are same reports of clectoral malpractices from different pars of

the world. Is there anything that these conniries can learn irom India

to improve thelr clections? What would you suggest in each case?

a During an clection in Nigerta, the affleer in charge of countiige
voles deliberately tnereased the votes ol one caniidale aml declared

Fucmora Foyrms B3



him elected. The court later found oul iz more than five lakh i

voles cast for one candidate were counted tn fvour of another, exercises
h Just before electlons i Pt a pamphiel was distributed waming

volers that a vate [or former Prime Mintster. Mahendra Chaudhiry

will lead to hloadshed. This was 4 (hreat o voters of Indian angtn,
¢ In the US, each stale has Its own method of vollng, (1s own

procedure of counting and {8 own anthority for condocting

elections. Authorities in the state of Florida took many controversial

decisiems that favoured Mr. Bush in the prestdential elections i

200K, But o one conld change those decistons,

10 Here are some reports of malpractices (o heban cections, Ideniily
whal e problem in each case is. Whint shonld be done (o cormeet Uhe

Slluallon?
a Following the announcement of elections. e minisier promiseid
(o provide financal aid to reoprn the closed sugar mill, \
b Oppositon parties alleged that thetr statements and campatgn N

was not given due altention tn Doordarshan and Al Indiy Radio.
¢ An fmutry by the Election Commuisston showed thal eleclorml rolls

ol a stale contain name of 20 1akh Eke volers, . B
d The hoodlums of a political party were moving with guns, physically.

prevening supporiers of other palitical parii's o meet the vmﬁ‘rs_ i

and attacking mectings of other parliea " . J

11 Ramesh was nol o class when this :.lmp‘lqr Wi betug mu_ﬂu_ He

camit the next day and repeated what hehad heard ﬁ?ﬁlﬂbmmar

Can yan leil Ramesh what ts wropg with Ustse stalements?

0 Womoei always vote the way mf-n Lell lhl!m L. S-:l 'Wﬂ]iliﬂ!ﬂ il polnt
of giving (them the right to vote?,

b Party politics creates {ension i qm:-ty Elﬁ‘l:lilmﬁshnnid be decided
by cansensus net by competiffon. b

e Only graduates shuuhl be Allowed I.q stnnd as canilidates for
elections. {\ \

-

counity. You can collect mftrmation H.\':pltl the elections thil take place
diuring this session. While collecing mows Wems, divide (hese into three
« lmporiant evenis st ook place before the election - maln agenda @
discussed by polttical parties; mformationaboul people’s demanid:
Tole of the I'lgpunn Commission.
= Important eyents an the day of the election amd counting - turnout
try ¢loctiong; Miports of malpractice: re-polls; the (ypes of predictions
made: anddd nal oulcome,
« P&t decllons - reasons offered by politieal parties for winnt

losing dlections; analysis of the election verdiet by the !.1..
selection of the Chitef Minister,

Asscmmibly clections ane ’I.L‘.-'I.H-l.]lj" hr*lﬂw yer i a few siates of the @\ﬁm%%;
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National Voters' Day (NVD) Pledge

We. the cittzens of Indin. having phtding fath- o
tlemooracy, lerely pledse o aplasld Use demoonitis
froditions of s coorviry avid e gty ol ree, Galr
ard preareinl Elecimms, sl L virls U Svwery eleiiiomn
fearlessly and without betng mluenesd by

emmithmiliims o Tellgimn, moe, Gaste, cEnmunity;
Mmpng or any i dacetied Is Electoral Literary Club (E10) fonellaing i
o your sehoal’? For detatls nhont Systemnti Volers'
Education aml Electirul Partiigpuiiian (SVEEH
Flow ik wourr sebbog] celivdwrnte e Mot ] Videes™ Doy progromme of the Eection l'm.l;‘fl!_.tl'ﬁlrph f Jaudin,
on 250 Jenuuey? Dd you Lake the NVD Pledpe? visll hitp:/ fectvepontem . 0

e pahilfrnn of v oot Commssim of foodin passss throagh (tee Rainath, Newr Dello, an thee peosslon
of e wrih Tepudhlic Doy Suace m HEH

Bl i



